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The Mal,aysian Judiciary : Recent Reforms
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Tan Sri Datot Cecil Abrahamo Senior Partner with ZuL Rafique & Partners, is a Barrister-At-
Law of the Middte Templ.e and is a Bencher of the Inn. He is a graduate of Queen Mary Co[[ege,

University of London. He is a Chartered Arbitrator and a Fetlow of the Chartered Institute of
Arbitrators U.K., Malaysian lnstitute of Arbitrators, Singapore lnstitute of Arbitrators and the
Australian Centre forlnternationaI CommerciaI Arbitration Limited. He has been invotved as
Arbitrator and CounseI in more than 100 arbitrations under the lCC, SIAC, KLRCA, LCIA and ICSID

Rules and also in Ad Hoc arbitrations. He is a Member of the ICSID panet. He has represented the
Government of Mataysia in an ICSID arbitration and is presently involved in annulment proceedings
under the ICSID Convention. He is also a Member of the Permanent Court of Arbitration. He was
a former Member of the LCIA Court.

-7 Mr Sundra Rajoo is the Director of the Kual'a Lumpur Regionat Centre for Arbitration IKLRCAf .

He is atso the President of the Asia Pacific Regional Arbitration Group [APRAG], which is a

federation of nearly 40 arbitral institutions in the Asia Pacific region. Sundra is a Chartered
Arbitrator and an Advocate & Solicitor of the High Court of Malaya [non-practising). He is atso a

ProfessionalArchitect and Registered Town Ptanner. He has had over 180 appointments as arbitrator
either as chairman, co-arbitrator of three-man panels and sole arbitrator in international and

domestic arbitrations.

He serves on the paneI of numerous internationaI arbitrat institutions and organisations, including
the Chartered Institute of Arbitrators {UKl, Singapore InternationaI Arbitration Centre [SlACl; Austra[ian Centre for
InternationaI CommerciaI Arbitration IAClCAl, Cairo Regional Centre for International CommerciaI Arbitrdtion, the Indian
Council of Arbitration, Hong Kong International Arbitration Centre IHKIAC], Korean Commercial Arbitration Board (KCABI

and Chinese International Economic Trade and Arbitration Commission ICIETAC]. Sundra has atso authored several books
on arbitration and contract [aw, including, "Law, Practice and Procedure of Arbitration" [2003]; "The Malaysian
Standard Form of Buitding Contract [The PAM 1998 Forml" (19991; and the Arbiiration title for Hatsburys Laws o{ Mataysia

{20021. He was also the co-author of "The Arbitration Act 2005 - UNCITRAL Model Law as Apptied in Mataysia" {20071

and "The PAM 2006 Standard Form of Buitding Contract" (2010).
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7 Yang Amat Berbahagia Tun Dato'Seri Zaki bin Tun Azmi is a former Chief Justice of

Malaysia and the Chairman of the ASEAN Law Association [Malaysial. He had his earty education
in Malaysia before obtaining a Barrister-at-Law from Lincotn's lnn in 1969. He joined the Mataysian

JudiciaI and LegaI Services as a Magistrate and then went on to serve in the Attorney-
General's Chambers where he hel.d several positions for 15 years before going into private
practice. Whil.e in practice, he sat on severat pubtic tisted companies as a director as wetl as

chairman or member of their Board Audit Committees, These companies inctuded Petronas,
the national oil company, Malaysia Airports Berhad and SP Setia Sdn Bhd.

In 2007, Tun Zaki was appointed as a Federat Court Judge before becoming the President of Court of Appeal, the
second highest judiciat office, a few months tater. He was appointed the 12th Chief Justice of Mataysia in october 2008
before retiring in october 2011. During his period as Chief Justice of Malaysia, Tun Zaki substantiatty reduced the backtog
of cases pending at the Malaysian courts as we[[ as introduced technologicat and managerial systems that enabled cases
at the High Court to be disposed of within nine months to one year from the date of fiting and within six months at the
Sessions and Maoistrate's courts.

7 W Lim Chee Wee graduated from the University of New South Wal.es, Australia with a LLB
degree and B. Comm. lAccounting) degree, and was admitted to the Mataysian Bar as an Advocate
& Sol.icitor in the High Court of Mataya in March 1993. He started practising in SKRINE and was
made a partner in January 2001. Throughout his years of practice, Mr Lim has pl.ayed an active role
in the Bar. He was made the Chairman of Kuala Lumpur Bar Committee from 2005-2007 and
was elected as the Honorary Secretary of the Mataysian Bar in 2007-2009 and later, as
Vice President of the Malaysian Bar in 2009-2011. Currentty, he hol.ds the position as the President
of the Malaysian Bar for 2011/2An and 201212013. Mr Lim has experience in commercial
and corporate disputes in Asia and Europe; and he has regutarty advised and acted as Councit for
the Malaysian Stock Exchange.


